110                            XELSOX
heading for the Mediterranean. He must, in-
stead., be heading either for Brest or Ferrol.
Barham had, therefore, made rapid dispositions
by which Villeneuve should be intercepted either
by Cornwallis off Ushant or by Sir Robert Calder
off Ferrol. Part of this news Xelson heard, and
on the strength of it he sailed north to join
Cornwallis.
Meanwhile, ViUeneuve and Gravina were
neatly intercepted by Calder, off Ferrol, on 22nd
July, but managed to get into Vigo with the loss
of two sMps. A few days later they slipped out
to sea and worked their way round to Ferrol and
Gorufia. The campaign of Trafalgar had come
to a halt.
Xelson missed all the excitement in the Finis-
terre region by keeping well clear of the coast
on Ms way north from Gibraltar in the hopes of
getting a better wind. The news he had received
from the Termagant^ off Tarifa3 consisted of a
Lisbon newspaper with an account of the arrival
of the Curieux and the observations she had made
of Villeneuve's fleet. Secrecy was not considered
so important in those days. Nelson thus learnt
a little of what had happened, but not enough
to lead him to join Calder. He joined Cornwallis
off Ushant on i5th August and was immediately
signalled to return to England, in the Victory, on
leave. He landed at Spithead and drove to
Merton, which he reached on 20th August after
a campaign of over two years, in which he had
chased a superior enemy fleet across the Atlantic
and back without ever even sighting them from
Ms own flagship. This was an achievement
which appealed irresistibly to his countrymen.